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Exodus: Finding Freedom, pt. 18—The 10 Commandments, #6  

Exodus 20:13 
 

From Mount Sinai, God spoke the Ten Commandments as 
an overview of the whole Law, and were given in descending order 
of honor and authority. #1 No other gods before Me, #2 No carved 
images to worship, #3 Do not take name of God in vain, #4 Keep 
the Sabbath holy, #5 Honor your father and mother. The first four 
were people’s relationship to God, the next six were people’s 
relationship to others. 
 
#6 You shall not MURDER  

After the importance of order and honor in the family, 
prohibiting murder (Heb. raw-tsakh, ‘to dash in pieces/slaughter’) 
was the most essential as it preserved the sanctity of human life. 
The most basic building blocks of any society is the specialness of 
humanity. At the beginning of creation God built the earth and 
instantly produced billions of animals, insects and fish on it. As His 
last and greatest creation, He built a man and woman in His image 
who were able to make moral choices and have a relationship with 
Him (Gen. 1:26). After sin entered the world, anger, hate and 
jealousy created the possibility of murder which happened with 
Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:6-14; 23). Though 
Abel had previously killed an animal for sacrifice bringing no 
consequences, once Cain killed Abel, he knew he deserved to die. 
This unwritten rule on the human conscience was in place since the 
beginning and was later codified in the Ten Commandments.  

This command forbid death by rage, premeditation, 
carelessness, abortion, euthanasia, and suicide—but not death by 
accident, justified war, self-defense, or capital punishment. Capital 
punishment from a social justice system (not vengeance by the 
individual) was commanded by God before the Law, in the Law, 
and after the Law in the NT (Gen. 9:5, 6; Ex. 21:12-14, Acts 25:11; 
Rom. 13:1-5). God expects governments to protect their people by 
protecting life. People by nature know that humans are special, but 
they don’t know why. Humans have value because the God that 
created them gives them value and no human has the authority to 
end another person’s life except in the form of justice for murder. 
Jesus recognized that all sin, especially murder, came from the heart 
(Matt. 15:19). Murder is the opposite of a life controlled by God (1 
John 3:15; Rev. 21:8). Life is precious because God made it! 
 


