
Palm Sunday: Jesus -
Friends, Foes, Future 

Jesus: Friends, Foes, Future John 12:9-26 

Devotion Emphasis: The Real Jesus 

MONDAY – Jesus Knew His Friends 

John 11:1-16 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But 
when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for 
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because 
he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he 
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he 
said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken 
him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he 
meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 
died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Jesus is usually viewed as someone who only came to Earth to save people through His 
death. People rarely think about the truth that Jesus was a real person, who lived a real 
life, and had real friends. Jesus is the one person in all of history who was capable 
 of being a perfect friend! Every issue that came up in any relationship Jesus had was 
never started by Him and He always knew how to perfectly resolve problems. Who 
would really want to be a friend of Jesus though? Think about what it would be like to be 
close to someone who knew all your thoughts and everything about you! As strange of a 
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thought as this is, this is exactly what we do when we invite Jesus into our lives as our 
Lord, Savior, and Friend. 

Discipleship Challenge: What kind of friend are you? In order to have 
friends, you have to be a friend to others! Are you the kind of person 
others want to be close to or do others run for the hills when you come 
around? Think about the kind of friend Jesus was to others and strive to be 
like Jesus as you build friendships. 

Tuesday - Jesus Wept With His Friends 

John 11:28-36 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister 
Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 
And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus 
had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to 
where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this 
man from dying?” 

One of the most interesting things about Jesus is that He had real emotions, and He 
showed them! When His friend Lazarus died and His friends were crying, Jesus cried, 
and He cried hard! The craziest part of this story is that Jesus knew He was going to 
bring Lazarus back from the dead, so why did he even cry? The reason why Jesus wept is 
because He was hurting for and with His friends. Jesus is not a person detached from 
our reality. He experienced real pain and truly cares for those who are hurting. There is 
 no one better to be close to than someone who genuinely cares enough for us to carry 
our hurts as their own. 

Worship Challenge: Do you view God as detached from emotion and 
distant? Look at your life and think about how you truly view God. He 
cares about you more than anyone ever has, will, or can care about you. 
Spend some time in prayer and worship, thanking God for genuinely and 
deeply caring about you. 



Wednesday - Jesus Has Power Over Life And Death 

John 11:38-44 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Lazarus has one of the most amazing testimonies of the work of Jesus of anyone who 
has ever lived! He is the one guy in history who died, began rotting, was brought back to 
life, and eventually died again. How would you like to die twice? The story of Lazarus 
 being raised from the dead proves Jesus is God and has unlimited power. Jesus is the 
only person in all of history who has power over life and death. Knowing we trust and 
follow the only person who has this kind of power should bring great peace to our lives. 
 He is not surprised by any of life’s circumstances and He ultimately controls when it is 
time for us to go to be with Him in Heaven. 

Discipleship Challenge: Death is something all people fear. Many people 
spend their lives worrying about death and trying to prevent it. What are 
your thoughts toward death? Lay any anxiety you have about death at the 
feet of Jesus and train yourself to recognize death as something Jesus has 
control over. 

Thursday - Jesus Knew His Foes 

John 12:9-11 9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was 
there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to 
put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the 
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

It is hard to believe that people lived during the time Jesus lived and walked in the 
places He walked. It is even more hard to believe that people actually hated Jesus! Jesus 
lived on Earth, never sinned, never wronged anybody, and people actually wanted to see 
Him die! The Pharisees despised Jesus and the miracles He did to the point they were 
willing to kill Lazarus in order to stop Jesus from gaining more followers. Jesus was not 
unaware of this sad truth and He always responded to His enemies appropriately. He 
never sought revenge and covered the wrongs of His enemies with love. He also 



appropriately never failed to confront His enemies. Jesus gives us a perfect example of 
how we are to respond to those who hate us. 

Evangelism Challenge: How do you respond to your enemies? Do you seek 
revenge when you are wronged? Do you try to make others who dislike 
you look bad? Do you trash talk them to others? 
 Maybe the most important question you can ask yourself is this, “Do I 
pray for my enemies to know Jesus?” Spend time praying for someone you 
consider to be an enemy today. Ask Jesus to change your heart toward 
that person and to bring them to salvation. 

Friday - Jesus Knew His Future 

John 12 27-36 27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31 
 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die 
34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the 
Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is 
among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest 
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know 
where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that 
you may become sons of light.” 

Jesus was fully aware of His purpose for coming to Earth. He knew He would ultimately 
suffer a painful death. He knew He would carry the burden of the sins of the world on 
Himself. He knew His friends would betray Him and His enemies would mock Him. 
Knowing all these things, Jesus obediently followed the path God the Father had laid out 
before Him. What kind of burden must Jesus have carried knowing what His future 
held? Jesus gives us a perfect picture of what it means to obediently follow God even 
when our circumstances are difficult and our future looks harsh. 

Discipleship Challenge: What would it take to make you stop following 
Jesus? If there is something that would cause you to walk away from 
Jesus, ask God to help you overcome that issue. Always keep in mind what 
Jesus faced and remember that nothing stopped Him from following the 
will of God! 
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