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Darkness, Exodus 

9:13-10:29	

 	
SERMON SERIES: EXODUS - FINDING FREEDOM 

Hail, Locusts, Darkness Exodus 9:13-10:29 

Devotion Emphasis: The Almighty God	
 	
MONDAY – God Demanded Total Obedience 

Exodus 9:13-21 13 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the 
morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says 
the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. 14 For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your 
servants and your people, so that you may know that there is none like me 
in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you 
and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the 
earth. 16 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, 
so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17 You are still exalting 
yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18 Behold, about this 
time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in 
Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19 Now therefore send, get 
your livestock and all that you have in the field into safe shelter, for every 
man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the 
hail falls on them.”’” 20 Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among 
the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 
21 but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves 
and his livestock in the field. 

The plagues God brought against Egypt served a great purpose, to prove that God is the 
one and only Lord of Lords, King of Kings, and God of the universe! The Lord hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart in order to bring greater and greater plagues against Egypt, displaying 
His almighty and eternal power in the process. Imagine living through the plagues of 
Egypt! Imagine how you might feel witnessing first hand the God of the universe doing 
miracles nobody else could do. The plagues were so great that anyone witnessing them 
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would not be able to deny the power of the God Moses spoke of. The Lord displayed His 
power in such a way that all but the most foolish would recognize Him as the only being 
worthy of total obedience from humanity. Many say God no longer displays His power 
today and that could not be further from the truth. There are signs of God’s 
miraculously working all around us everyday! Think about how all the laws of the 
universe allow everything to continue working just right in order for us to live. How 
about the miracle of birth! Even the complex system in your body that allows you to 
breathe, think, feel, and think is a testament of God’s miraculous and continued work in 
the world. God continues to prove He is worthy of our total obedience. How will you 
respond to God today? 

Worship Challenge: Our relationship with God is unlike any other 
relationship we have on Earth. God created us to worship Him and our 
worship of Him is displayed through our obedience to Him. It is far too easy 
to make excuses to not obediently follow God. It is far too easy to justify our 
failure to obey God. What excuses and justifications are you making for 
your lack of obedience? Spend time in reflection and prayer today focusing 
on areas you are failing to obediently follow God. Ask the Lord to help you 
submit all your ways to Him.	
 	

Tuesday - God of the Weather 

Exodus 9:22-26 22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man 
and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses 
stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, 
and fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land of 
Egypt. 24 There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the 
hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it 
became a nation. 25 The hail struck down everything that was in the field in 
all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every 
plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. 

One of the great and regular disappointments in the world comes from weathermen! 
How often do we hear weathermen talk about a coming storm and in response we 
bundle up in our cold weather clothes only to experience a record heat and continued 
drought? Movies have been made about machines that control the weather, false gods 
have been created to represent the control of the weather, and people have dreamed 
about being able to control the weather, but there is only one being who the weather 
submits to. God’s ability to control the weather, as no other can, is one of the greatest 
testaments to who He is! 

Worship Challenge: How much joy does the constantly changing weather 
bring us? God has blessed us with all kinds of different weather we can 



enjoy! If God wanted to, He could have created a world that had the same 
weather, every single day. Praise God today for being the God who gives and 
controls weather!	
 	

Wednesday - Guilt Does Not Equal Repentance 

Exodus 9:27-35 27 Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said 
to them, “This time I have sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my 
people are in the wrong. 28 Plead with the Lord, for there has been enough 
of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 29 
Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out 
my hands to the Lord. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more 
hail, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord's. 30 But as for you and 
your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.” 31 (The flax 
and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax 
was in bud. 32 But the wheat and the emmer were not struck down, for they 
are late in coming up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and 
stretched out his hands to the Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, 
and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. 34 But when Pharaoh saw 
that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again 
and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the Lord had 
spoken through Moses. 

One might wonder if Pharaoh felt any guilt as the land of Egypt was desecrated by the 
plagues of God. The people of Egypt surely looked to him seeking guidance and safety as 
the plagues ravished their land and bodies! Pharaoh faked repentance in order to try to 
appease God and bring relief to the land, but God is not mocked. Whether Pharaoh 
legitimately felt guilt for the destruction of Egypt or if he was momentarily trying to 
please the true God, Pharaoh’s heart was still hard against the Lord. One of the true 
marks of a follower of God is genuine repentance for our own wronging of Him. True 
repentance is not simply feeling guilty for our sin. Repentance is closely tied to the 
condition of our hearts. A true heart of repentance is one that brings us to a place of 
walking away from our wrongful actions as we seek to submit our lives to the Lord. God 
is not fooled by false repentance. 

Discipleship Challenge: When was the last time you repented of sin in your 
life? Christians have been made clean in the sight of God by the blood of 
Jesus but that does not mean we are now flawless! All Christians must seek 
to become more like Jesus on a daily basis and the greatest way we can do 
that is by regularly identifying areas of sin in our lives and repenting of that 
sin. Make a commitment to not simply feel guilty about the sin in your life, 
but to repent of it. 



Thursday - Pharaoh Desired Partial Obedience 

Exodus 10:1-11 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have 
hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may show these 
signs of mine among them, 2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your 
son and of your grandson how I have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and 
what signs I have done among them, that you may know that I am the Lord.” 
3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself 
before me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 4 For if you refuse to 
let my people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your country, 5 
and they shall cover the face of the land, so that no one can see the land. 
And they shall eat what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat every 
tree of yours that grows in the field, 6 and they shall fill your houses and the 
houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers 
nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth to this 
day.’” Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh. 7 Then Pharaoh's 
servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men 
go, that they may serve the Lord their God. Do you not yet understand that 
Egypt is ruined?” 8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And 
he said to them, “Go, serve the Lord your God. But which ones are to go?” 9 
Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old. We will go with our 
sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we must hold a feast 
to the Lord.” 10 But he said to them, “The Lord be with you, if ever I let you 
and your little ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind. 11 No! 
Go, the men among you, and serve the Lord, for that is what you are 
asking.” And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

Children are some of the best and most gifted negotiators on the planet. When they are 
asked to do something by their parents they have no problem quickly coming up with a 
quick alternative that in their eyes meets the demands of their parents without having to 
do exactly what they were asked. A request to take out the trash now might be 
negotiated in to, “I’ll take out the trash tomorrow.” A command to not eat a cookie may 
be negotiated to, “I’ll eat half a cookie.” Pharaoh tried to use these childish tactics with 
God and quickly found out that God does not view partial obedience as any level of 
obedience but intentional sin. A hard heart leads to calcified will, and delayed obedience 
leads to increased penalties. ~ Jim Jackson ~ 

Discipleship Challenge: In what ways are you being “partially obedient” to 
God? God’s desires for our lives are never hidden from us. His commands 
to us are never discreet. You know your life and you have access to God’s 
word. Stop partially obeying God. Fully submit your life to His will. Partial 
obedience is intentional sin.	
 	



Friday - God Protects His People 

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and eat 
every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” 13 So Moses stretched out 
his staff over the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the 
land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had 
brought the locusts. 14 The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and 
settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had 
never been before, nor ever will be again. 15 They covered the face of the 
whole land, so that the land was darkened, and they ate all the plants in the 
land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing 
remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 
16 Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned 
against the Lord your God, and against you. 17 Now therefore, forgive my 
sin, please, only this once, and plead with the Lord your God only to remove 
this death from me.” 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the 
Lord. 19 And the Lord turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which 
lifted the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was 
left in all the country of Egypt. 20 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
and he did not let the people of Israel go. 21 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the 
land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand 
toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three 
days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place 
for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. 24 
Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the Lord; your little ones 
also may go with you; only let your flocks and your herds remain behind.” 
25 But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, 
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. 26 Our livestock also must go 
with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve 
the Lord our God, and we do not know with what we must serve the Lord 
until we arrive there.” 27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 
would not let them go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; 
take care never to see my face again, for on the day you see my face you 
shall die.” 29 Moses said, “As you say! I will not see your face again.” 

The plagues of Egypt prove God can easily do whatever He wants to do. Animals submit 
to God’s will. The elements submit to God’s will. Even light and darkness submit to 
God’s will! There is nothing outside of God’s reach. It is a wonder that only people have 
been given the choice to submit to God or not. An incredible blessing we can count on as 
God’s people is His loving protection of us even in the midst of His judgement against 
the unrighteous. When God sent the plagues upon Egypt, He was faithful to spare those 
who were His own. The plague of darkness brought darkness so great on the land that 
the Egyptians were forced to stay in their beds because they couldn’t see anything at all, 
but God’s people were completely spared from the darkness. It is easy to look at the 



Egyptians and to say they got what they deserved, and they did, but how much more 
should we desire for people who don’t know God to come to know Him and to 
experience His protection as we do in life? We should always respond to the joy of being 
God’s people by seeking to bring others into a relationship with Him. 

Evangelism Challenge: We all know people we would rather not spend our 
time with. Most of us probably even know someone we wish God would 
bring judgement on! Think about who those people are in your life. They 
probably aren’t very difficult to identify in your life. One of the greatest 
challenges we have as Christians is to love the unlovable! Invite someone 
you aren’t particularly fond of to church this weekend.	
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