
Part 3: Moses the 
Murderer, Exodus 2:11-25	

 	
SERMON SERIES: EXODUS - FINDING FREEDOM 

Moses the Murderer Exodus 2:11-25	

Devotion Emphasis: The Right Thing, The Right Way	

MONDAY– Moses Reacts For His People 

Exodus 2:11-12 11 One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his 
people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, one of his people. 12 He looked this way and that, and seeing no 
one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

If you are a passionate and driven individual, you may struggle with trying to do the 
right thing only to find you have done it in the wrong way. Moses was a man who lived 
with this struggle! In his passion to stop injustice he took the life of another and had to 
live with the regret of knowing what he did was wrong. As representatives of Jesus, we 
must be people who are willing to stand up to the injustices of the world but we must 
remember even more not to wrongly represent Jesus by handling situations sinfully. 
This statement is one we must choose to live by daily, “If I do the right thing in the 
wrong way, I haven’t done the right thing.” 

Discipleship Challenge: You know the things you are passionate about. You 
know the wrongs you desire most to be made right. Do you know if you are 
leading your passions as Jesus would lead them or if you are allowing your 
passions to lead you? Think about how you communicate your passions and 
how you live them out. Are you making Jesus proud or would He be 
embarrassed? Never forget how easy it is to forget about Jesus even in the 
midst of trying to do what is right.	
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TUESDAY – Moses Is Rejected By His People 

Exodus 2:13-15 13 When he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews 
were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you 
strike your companion?” 14 He answered, “Who made you a prince and a 
judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then 
Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” 15 When 
Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh 
and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by a well. 

There are many Christians who find themselves isolated from the church as a result of 
their own actions. Some become legalistic and are shunned because of their overly 
zealous hearts to correct the wrongs they perceive to be in everyone else’s lives. Many 
have proven themselves to be unreliable committing themselves to the church with their 
lips and failing with their feet. Christians walk into gossip and stir trouble in the church. 
Moses was shunned by his own people because he wrongfully killed a man even though 
he was trying to do the right thing! We can all easily become victims of our own social 
failures and find ourselves driving others away. We must continually be guarded against 
sin as the devil regularly uses it to drive us into isolation where we are easy prey. 

Discipleship Challenge: It is painful and difficult to look at our lives and 
recognize the things we do that cause others to dislike us. Our goal as 
Christians is not to be people pleasers or well liked but we are told by the 
Bible to be at peace with all men to the best of our ability. (Romans 12:8) 
Take a deep breath and embark on the painful challenge of being real with 
yourself about the areas in your life that make you a less effective tool for 
Jesus or a hindrance to God’s work in the church. Spend time in prayer 
trusting and expecting God to help you overcome those areas.	
 	

WEDNESDAY– Moses Rescues Other People 

Exodus 2:16-25 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they 
came and drew water and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17 
The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and saved 
them, and watered their flock. 18 When they came home to their father 
Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come home so soon today?” 19 They 
said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even 
drew water for us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his daughters, 
“Then where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may eat 
bread.” 21 And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses 
his daughter Zipporah. 22 She gave birth to a son, and he called his name 
Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” 23 During 
those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from 
slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God 



remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 
God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. 

When Moses fled from Pharaoh into Midian, he was surely depressed, hopeless, and 
convinced his life was over. He went from being a Prince of Egypt to a lost man away 
from his home and all he knew. Even in his sad state, when presented with the 
opportunity to help others he chose to do so and was blessed with a new foundation for 
life! When we learn to use our strengths and passions in submission to Jesus we receive 
great blessings to our souls, minds, and bodies. When we do the right thing in the right 
way¬ we can be sure God is pleased with us regardless of the earthly results or responses 
we receive from others. 

Worship Challenge: Sometimes we don’t spiritually grow as quickly as we 
would like to and we become frustrated trying to overcome our weaknesses. 
It is easy to become discouraged as we learn to overcome areas of failure 
and our own personality flaws. In these situations it is best to give our 
struggles to God and simply trust He is the one transforming our lives and 
will not fail to bring us to who we need to be so long as we follow Him. 
Spend time in prayer and worship today emphasizing your need for Him to 
transform you into who He desires you to be. We cannot get there through 
our own strength so ask God for His. 

 	
THURSDAY – Quarrelsome Meddlers	
Proverbs 26:17 Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who 
takes a passing dog by the ears. 

How wise would someone be if they walked up to a German Shepherd they didn’t know 
and grabbed it by the ears? Not only would they be displaying their foolishness to all the 
world but they would also have portions of their face left in a mangled mess. This is 
what it’s like to involve yourself in situations having nothing to do with you. We all have 
our own lane in life and leaving our lane is like driving in the wrong lane on a two lane 
highway! To say this simply, if we involve ourselves in situations we don’t belong we are 
creating problems for ourselves and making problems bigger for others. No matter how 
passionate we are or how much we want to get involved in the issues of others we must 
not do it! 

Discipleship Challenge: Commit yourself to not involve yourself in issues 
that don’t concern you! We all have enough issues of our own and if we all 
commit to sorting out the issues that involve us instead of trying to sort out 
the issues of others, the whole world will be a better place.	
 	



FRIDAY – Help Those Who Need It	
Psalm 82:3-4 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right 
of the afflicted and the destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver 
them from the hand of the wicked. 

While it is always inappropriate to meddle in the affairs of others, it is always 
appropriate to help and rescue those who truly need it! If you open your eyes to the need 
around you, you will certainly find many who are in need of your help and rescuing. 
There are many people with failing health who need a meal and words of 
encouragement. There are millions of teenagers whose families have fallen apart 
desperately needing someone to disciple them and train them for adulthood. If we 
encounter a situation like Moses did and are able to defend those who can’t defend 
themselves, we must do what’s right to honor God! There is infinite need in the world. It 
is our responsibility as representatives of Jesus to do what we can to meet the needs of 
others. 

Evangelism Challenge: How can you represent the love of Christ to someone 
who genuinely needs it this week? There are so many needs in the world it 
can be overwhelming to know where to start! Spend time in prayer and ask 
God to help you meet the need of someone else.	
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